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Billed as a “Musical Event of Epic Propor-
tions,” the Rock the Badges fest is back af-
ter a one-year hiatus and will once again 
be held on the streets of the Six Corners 
commercial district.
Since the first one in 2013, the festival has 
raised about $80,000 for the Chicago Po-
lice Memorial Foundation and the Ignite 
The Spirit Fund. “At the end of the day, 
this is all about supporting the families of 
police officers and firefighters killed in the 
line of duty,” said fest organizer and Chi-
cago police lieutenant John Garrido.
The music festival will be held from 2 to 
10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 18 
and 19, on Milwaukee Avenue between Ir-
ving Park Road and Belle Plaine Avenue. 
The $5 gate donation will benefit the Me-
morial Foundation and Ignite The Spirit.
The Six Corners Chamber of Commerce is 
co-hosting the event, and sponsors include 
Allstate Agent Jaime Morales, Gracie 
O’Malley’s pub, Eggsperience Cafe, and 
Aldermen James Gardiner (45th), Antho-
ny Napolitano (41st), Samantha Nugent 
(39th), Nicholas Sposato (38th), Ariel Re-
boyras (30th), and State Representative 
John D’Amico.
The event will include a candlelight vigil 
honoring Officer Ella French at 10:00 p.m. 
Saturday Sept. 18.
The headliners are the Van Halen In-
vasion at 8 p.m. Saturday and Seventh 
Heaven at 8 p.m. Sunday.

“They are driving down from Canada and 
they have ‘Sammy Hagar’ and ‘David Lee 
Roth,’” Garrido said of the Invasion. Sev-
enth Heaven is famous for playing 30 rock 
hits in 30 minutes.
Also performing on the Main Stage on 
Saturday are Vintage at 2 p.m., Wild 
Blue Angels at 6 p.m., Southern Draw at 
4 p.m. On Sunday: Too Much Saturn at 2 
p.m., Todd and the Ten Pins at 4 p.m., and 
Northside at 6 p.m.
Except for the headliners, all of the bands 
have a police officer or firefighter in them, 
Garrido said, adding that the both head-
liner bands have a history of supporting 
first responders.
The first couple of Rock The Badges fea-
tured a contest between police vs. fire 
bands, with judges, but there are signifi-
cantly fewer firefighters than police offi-
cers in the city, and the contest portion of 
the festival was eventually dropped be-
cause there were not always enough fire 
bands available for the weekend of the 
festival, Garrido said.
Children’s activities also are planned, and 
there will be a community stage on Cuyler 
Avenue, featuring local entertainment.
The 2021 festival marks the second time 
it’s been on Milwaukee, with most of pre-
vious ones being held at the Copernicus 
Center in Jefferson Park and one fest in 
Wrigleyville. 

Proceeds from Rock The Badges will ben-
efit the Chicago Police Memorial Founda-
tion and Ignite the Spirit. Previous RTB 
festivals have raised about $80,000 for 
these two charitable groups.
Established in 2004, the Memorial Foun-
dation is a nonprofit organization which 
honors the lives of fallen police officers 
and assists those in need. It also helps the 
families of those officers who were killed 
or catastrophically injured in the line of 

Gracie O’Malley’s, a Chicago Irish sports 
pub, is one of the newest businesses at Six 
Corners and is located at the heart of the 
festival grounds for Rock The Badges.
The pub, located at 4058 N. Milwaukee 
Ave., offers a 24-tap line for beer lovers, 
16 TVs, classic steel dart boards and occa-
sional live music. It is open daily 11 a.m. 
to 2 a.m. (3 a.m. on Saturday nights).
“Our cheese curds are probably the most 
popular item on the menu,” but the burger 
and fish & chips also are top sellers, said 
O’Malley’s GM, Brad Goldstein. It also has 

locations in Edgewater and Wicker Park.
The pub also features an outdoor patio and 
is an Iowa Hawkeye bar for those who like 
to watch college sports while having a cold 
brew and a meal, possibly the “Six-Corner 
Croissant-wich” that includes four pieces 
of bacon, two eggs, cheddar and roasted 
garlic/caramelized onion ricotta.
Gracie O’Malley’s is hosting a community 
stage on Cuyler Avenue during the festi-
val. One of the performers will be Hugo’s 
Elvis at 5 p.m.Saturday, Sept. 18.

duty. More than 580 Chicago police offi-
cers have sacrificed their lives while pro-
tecting our city. For more information, vis-
it www.cpdmemorial.org 
Since 2003, Ignite the Spirit has assisted 
more than 500 families in need. It was es-
tablished to provide funding and other re-
sources for firefighters and their families 
and their communities in times of need. 
For more information, visit www.igniteth-
espirit.org

Police Memorial Fund, Ignite the Spirit serve first responders

ROCK THE BADGES RETURNS TO 
MILWAUKEE AVE. AT SIX CORNERS

Gracie O’Malley’s pub now at 6 Corners

MAIN STAGE SCHEDULE
Saturday, Sept.18

2 pm – Vintage

4 pm — Southern Draw
      (Southern rock/country)

6 pm – Wild Blue Angels 
      (Hendrix tribute)

8 pm — Van Halen Invasion
      (“David Lee Roth & Sammy Hagar”)

Sunday, Sept. 19

2 pm — Too Much Saturn
      (Power pop rock)

4 pm — Todd and the Ten Pins
      (60s to today’s music)

6 pm — Northside
      (Rock n roll)

8 pm 7th Heaven
      (Famous for 30 songs in 30 minutes)
Second Stage on Cuyler 
Hugo’s Elvis at 5 pm Saturday & more 
throughout the weekend

(Schedule subject to change)



Look what’s coming to Six Corners...
These and other redevelopment projects mark the revitalization of our business district!

The Six Corners Chamber of Commerce 
welcomes you to our community for this 
great festival.
This is an exciting time for our commer-
cial district, as several large developments 
are in the works. These projects will help 
further our revitalization efforts, bringing 
to the community a commercial district 
that we all deserve and can be proud of. 
They represent more than a $400 million 
investment.
The City of Chicago recently gave the 
greenlight to the redevelopment of the 
former Sears at 4712-38 W. Irving Park 
Road. It will bring more than 200 luxury 
apartments and a large national retailer 
to our community.
Chamber President Mike DiMeo testified 

at a recent public hearing, “(Sears site de-
veloper) Novak Construction has met all 
of the city’s requirements to date and has 
checked all the boxes. A generational op-
portunity to strengthen the revitalization 
of Six Corners sits before you. Support the 
project. The community and Novak de-
serve no less.”
DiMeo later added, “This redevelopment 
not only preserves the 1938 Sears build-
ing, with its Art Deco elements, that so 
may have an affinity for, it enhances the 
structure.”
The development will include a rooftop 
pool and other great amenities for its fu-
ture tenants.
Currently under construction is the 
10-story elegant Clarendale senior living 

complex, which also will include retail. 
The project, at 4747 W. Irving Park Road, 
is located directly across fro the Sears 
site.  The living units could be ready for 
occupancy by fall of 2022.
Also is the works is the six-level North-
western Medical Group facility at 4441 W. 
Irving Park Road. This stunning building, 
with four floors above ground and two be-
low, will serve as the anchor for the far 
east end of our commercial area, provid-
ing a wide range of medical services to the 
community and helping to entice other 
businesses to open in the area.
Still in its proposal stages, a new retail 
center is planned for the former Peoples 
Gas site at 3955 N. Kilpatrick Ave. The 
anchor tenants would include Amazon 

Fresh, Burlington and Panera Bread, plus 
approximately 100 apartments. The proj-
ect’s design is getting close to completion, 
and the chamber looks forward to the ex-
panded shopping and living opportuni-
ties the development would  bring to our 
community. “Our vision is to help create a 
unique and vital shopping/entertainment 
district that enriches the business com-
munity, embraces history, celebrates the 
arts, preserves our natural environment 
and promotes quality events to instill 
a ‘sense of place’ in our community,” the 
chamber’s mission states.
For more information, visit www.six-
cornerschamber.com 

Picture (from top left, going clockwise) are renderings of the Sears redevelopment at 4712 W. Irving Park Road, the Northwestern Medical facility at 4441 
W. Irving Park Road, the Clarendale senior living complex at 4747 W. Irving Park Road and the Peoples Gas site redevelopment (still in its proposal stages) 
at 3955 N. Kilpatrick Ave. They represent more than a $400 investment in the community.



Please Join Us at 10pm Saturday for 
a Candlelight Vigil honoring Officer Ella 

French and all of the other First Responders 
killed in the line of duty.

— Six Corners Chamber of Commerce
— Fest Organizers 

A bagpipe performance was part of the candlelight vigil at the 2019 Rock The 
Badges festival. This year’s vigil honoring those First Responders who were 
killed in the line of duty will be held at 10 p.m Saturday, Sept. 18, in front of 
the Main Stage, which will be located at the south end of the two-day festival.


